
Representative Elizabeth Hernandez 
Chair, Redistricting Committee 
109 Capitol Building 
Springfield, Illinois 62706 
redistrictingcommittee@hds.ilga.gov 
 
August 28, 2021 
 
Chair Hernandez: 
 
I am writing you concerning state legislative redistricting.  On Wednesday, I heard from many community 
leaders at your previous hearing who felt that Latinos were underrpresented in the new legislative maps.  
Unfortunately, the speakers lacked data and GIS mapping knowhow to precisely explain how Latinos were 
underrepresented in the new map.  As a GIS expert, I performed some analysis, and I am now writing you 
with a recommendation on how to increase Latino representation in the new legislative map. 
 
In the new state legislative map, there are 11 house districts wth a majority Latino voting age population 
according to the 2020 Census.  Almost half (5 of 11) are currently represented by a non-Latino 
representative.  It is standard policy for the political establishment to support incumbents, even if their race 
does not match the racial makeup of their district.  Thus a Latino would be disadvantaged to run against a 
non Latino incumbent, even if the district was majority Latino.  The best way to enhance Latino 
representation in the statehouse is to create a new Latino majority district that does not have an incumbent.   

 

 

Compared to the 2019 American Community Survey, the 2020 Census has significantly more population in 
the Chicago downtown area, creating an excess population deviation in the legislative districts.  By moving 
an “open seat” based in Elmhurst, the 45th district, to the southwest side of Chicago, and moving the 24th 
district into the excess population area of downtown Chicago, a new “open” Latino district can be created.  
The district would be 74% Latino and would comprise the neighborhoods of Pilsen, Bridgeport, McKinley 
Park, and Back of the Yards.  The “hole” of where the 45th district was located can be filled by excess 
population from the western suburbs.   

Please see attached maps. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Frank Calabrese 
Frank.Calabrese1@gmail.com 
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